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CONSUMER PROTECTION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2018 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [5.15 pm] — 
in reply: We have but a short time to do this, but I want to start talking about some of the issues that were raised 
by members. Members raised the Residential Tenancies Act and the amendments proposed for bolting back 
furniture. Reef Kite was the child who unfortunately died when an item of furniture fell on him. It was asked 
whether Reef’s mother had asked for permission to bolt back furniture and whether the lessor had said no. The 
answer is that she did ask for permission and the lessor said no. That was noted in paragraph 49 on page 11 of the 
coroner’s report. I have also seen a number of Facebook posts on the Facebook page “Bolt it back for Reef” giving 
examples from parents who were refused permission by their landlords to bolt back furniture. 
Kidsafe WA gave evidence at the coronial inquest into the death of Reef Kite. Kidsafe WA, through its educational 
campaign and surveys, has always received feedback from parents that were they were being denied permission 
from their landlords to bolt back furniture for safety. That is why they are very much behind this amendment. They 
also noted that to require a licensed tradesperson to carry out that work would cause a barrier for low-income 
families. Kidsafe tells us that children of low socioeconomic, migrant, or First Nation families or those in rental 
properties are more highly represented in child injury and fatality statistics. If those people were forced to pay an 
added expense for a tradesperson to install bolts, we would be creating unnecessary barriers to them accessing 
these important protections. 
Hon Rick Mazza has proposed a number of amendments to achieve what he believes is necessary for the proper 
restoration of properties. The government has indicated to the member that we do not have a problem with the 
first two of those amendments. We do not believe that, because of where it would be inserted, the third amendment 
will achieve the result the member is looking for. The Attorney General has drafted an alternative amendment, 
which I will place on the supplementary notice paper tonight for the member to consider. It aims to achieve the 
member’s aspiration, which we believe is legitimate—that is, to ensure that the premises are properly restored 
without creating the unnecessary financial barrier that would be required if a qualified tradesperson was required.  
I hope that we will be able to get a resolution on those matters. I certainly look forward to continuing my remarks 
on some of the other items within the legislation that have been raised by members. 
This is a very lengthy piece of legislation that addresses many different areas of endeavour. We will need to spend 
a fair amount of time in Committee of the Whole House to deal with the legislation. I hope that Hon Rick Mazza 
will see his way clear to find a path forward. As I said, we are happy to agree to the first two of his amendments. 
We have also foreshadowed an amendment to add to the definition of child and vulnerable person to deal with 
some of the other issues that were raised by members about other persons who could have furniture fall on them 
in rental accommodation. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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